

















Tearful Ted Bundy speaks during interview hours before his execution. 


Associated Press 





STARKE, Fla. (AP) — Con- 


__ fessed serial killer Ted Bundy, 


“n a tearful interview On the eve 
of his execution, claimed that 
hard-core pornography and alco- 
hol fueled a murderous obses- 
sion that resulted in the deaths 
of an untold number of women 
across the country. 

Bundy, the 42-year-old law- 
school dropout who confessed 
to killing more than 20 young 
women in four states, was exe- 
cuted in Florida’s electric chair 
early Tuesday for the 1978 kid- 
nap, rape and murder of 12- 
year-old Kimberly Leach, a 
dark-haired sixth-grader. 

However, the prosecutor who 
convicted Bundy in the Leach 
murder said Bundy may have 
been responsible for up to 50 
murders. 

“I talked with one of the FBI 
agents who had been interview- 
ing him (Bundy) as we started 
into the compound prior to the 
execution,” State Attorney Jerry 
Blair told the Associated Press 
today. “Just conversationally, I 
talked with him about what they 
found. 

“He indicated to me the fig- 
ures ... my understanding there 
were 16 murders they could 
conclusively show were perpe- 
trated by Bundy. There were 30, 
based on Bundy’s statements, 
that he appeared to be clearly 
linked (including the 16), and 
perhaps up to another 20 where 
he was a suspect or a probable, I 
think, is the terminology he 
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used.” 

The Miami Herald reported 
today that FBI agent Bill Hag- 
meier told Blair that Bundy’s 
confessions closed the books on 
13 killings, provided informa- 
tion that may never be con- 
firmed on 14 more cases and 
touched on at least 20 more . 
slayings in various states, all of 
them young women, dating back 
to 1969. 

Three Florida murders 
charged to Bundy would be ad- 
ded to the total. 

“I don’t know that it’s far off 
from the figures everybody has 
bandied about anyway,” Blair 
said today. “Those are the fig- 
ures I’ve heard for many years. 
I don’t think we'll ever know 
exactly how many. . 

“Mine was purely second- 
handed and I did not receive 
that information in any formal 
contact whatsoever,” cautioned 
Blair. “I certainly wasn’t passing 
that out as the gospel.” 

Hagmeier checked out of his 
Starke motel today to return to 
his Quantico, Va., headquarters. 

Hagmeier, a specialist on seri- 
al killers, interviewed Bundy 
last weekend on several un- ` 
solved murders in the western 
United States. 

Bundy died under his fourth 
death warrant, becoming the 
20th man executed in Florida 
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Prolific serial killer’ denied killing Layton woman 


By MARJORIE CORTEZ 
Standard-Examiner staff i 

SALT LAKE CITY — Ted Bundy con- 
fessed to killing Debi Kent and Nancy 
Wilcox but denied any connection to the 
July 1975 disappearance of a Layton 
woman, an investigator has revealed. 

Salt Lake County Sheriffs Detective 
Dennis Couch said his Sunday interview 
with the convicted serial killer — two 
days before the execution — was brief. 
But Bundy admitted to killing Kent, 17, 
of Bountiful, who disappeared Nov. 8, 
1974, when she left a high school play to 





pick up her younger brother, and Wilcox, 
a 16-year-old Olympus High School ju- 
nior who was last seen Oct. 3, 1974, in a 
yellow Volkswagen driven by Bundy. 

Neither body was ever found. But Bun- 
dy told Couch that he buried the bodies 
of Kent and Wilcox and possibly a third 
unidentified victim in Washington, San 
Pete or Kane counties. He pinpointed the 
burial sites‘on a Utah highway map dur- 
ing the interview at the Florida State 
Prison, Couch said. 

Salt Lake County Sheriff Pete Hayward 
said Bundy confessed to a third murder 


shortly before his execution Tuesday 
morning. The sheriff this morning would 
not release any information about the 
last-minute confession. 

Hayward would not specify the location 
of the burial sites provided by Bundy, 
fearing they may be disturbed before they 
could be properly excavated by law en- 
forcement officials. The supposed burial 
sites will be probed when the weather im- 
proves. 

Kent’s mother, Belva Kent, said this 
morning that Bundy’s confession came as 
a relief to the family, which had waited 


14 years for answers to their questions 
about the girl’s whereabouts. 

“We were really at peace last night. It 
was a good feeling. It was kind of an end 
to a nightmare,” she said. 

The long-awaited news was difficult to 
deal with, even though Bundy was a sus- 
pect in the Kent girl’s disappearance from 
the beginning, her mother said. “It was 
much more difficult than we had antici- 
pated.” 

Even though the family now knows 
what happened to their daughter and sis- 
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From 1A 
since the penalty was reinstated 
in 1976, 

The quick-witted Bundy 
claimed to “feel God’s presence” 
and expressed remorse about his 
long, bloody trail of kidnap- 
pings, sadistic sexual mutila- 
tions and slayings in his home 
state of Washington, Utah, Col- 
orado, Idaho and Florida. 

In a Monday interview with 
religious broadcaster and psy- 
chologist James Dobson, Bundy 
said his home life had been 
normal but early experiences 
with pornography had “crystal- 
lized” violent tendencies within 
him. 

“I am essentially a normal 






person .., except for this destruc- 
tive segment,” he said. 

Bundy refused to discuss de- 
tails of the Leach case, for 
which he was executed. “I can’t 
talk about that right now., ... It’s 
too painful,” he said. 

Though Bundy said in a vid- 
eotape of the interview released 
Tuesday that “I deserve the 
most extreme punishment soci- 
ety has,” the remorseful inmate 
said he didn’t want to die. 

“There is no way in the world 
that killing me is going to re- 
store those beautiful children to 
their parents,” said Bundy. 

Bundy, who said he took full 
responsibility for his actions, 
moments before his death told 
his lawyer and a minister, “Give 

my love to my family and 
friends.” 


More thanl00 proponents of 
the death jenalty — some 
waiting throgh the chilly night 
in a field aross from Florida 
State Prison — cheered, lit spar- 
klers and exloded firecrackers 
at the signg that Bundy was 
had died fora crime committed 
rs ago. 
dy, burn!” some 
shouted. 

Vivian Rancourt, mother of 
Bundy victim Susan Rancourt, 
said from her LaConner, Wash., 
home shortly after the execu- 
tion, “Thank God, it’s finally 
over. ... We won’t have to hear 
any. more stories of how he 
played the system or his esca- 
pades.” 

In Grand Junction, Colo., the 
father of a woman believed to 
have been murdered by Bundy 


said he was relieved, although 
investigators said Bundy did not 
confess to the slaying. 

“It’s been a nightmare for 14 
years and he’s devastated too 
many families and manipulated 
the justice system into a 
three-ring circus,” said Robert 
Nicholson, father of Denise 
Oliverson. 

Bundy was also under a death 
sentence for the Chi Omega 
murders of Lisa Levy, 20, and 
Margaret Bowman, 21. 

John Tanner, a state prosecu- 
tor who arranged for Bundy’s 
confessions with investigators 
from the four Western states, 
said the convicted killer had not 
finished giving the names and 
locations of bodies. “He just ran 
out of time,” Tanner said. 

Dr. Dorothy Lewis, a psychia- 






trist who examined Bundy as 
part of a last-ditch attempt to 
save him from execution, con- 
cluded he suffered from a man- 
ic-depressive illness that 
produced violent mood swings 
and that his mental problems 
likely started when he was an 
infant. 

Among the official execution 
witnesses were the two Leach 
trial prosecutors, State Attorney 
Jerry Blair and his chief assis- 
tant, Bob Dekle, and Kenneth 
Robinson, a Florida Highway 
Patrol trooper from Lake City 
who found the murdered young- 
ster’s body in a rural area. 

“I felt like justice has been 
done,” Robinson said after leav- 
ing the death chamber. “But I 
wonder if he went through as 
much suffering as she did.” 


